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The articles used, in the Hamburg tables are : I., wheat, flour, rye, rye- 
meal, oats, barley, malt, buckwheat, peas, white beans, potatoes, hops, clover- 
seed, rape-seed, rape-seed oil, linseed oil, oil-cake, raw sugar, refined sugar, 
spirits; II., beef, veal, mutton, pork, milk, butter, cheese, tallow, lard, hides, 
calf-skins, leather, horse-hair, bristles, bed-feathers, bones, buffalo-horns, 
glue, eggs, herring, dried fish, train-oil ; III., raisins, currants, almonds, 
dried prunes, olive oil, wine (French), champagne ; IV., coffee, cocoa, tea. 
pepper, allspice, cassia-bark, rice, sago, arrack, rum, tobacco, indigo, cochi- 
neal, logwood, rosewood, mahogany, rattan, palm oil, ivory ; V., coal, iron 
ore, bar iron, steel, lead, zinc, tin, copper, quicksilver, sulphur, saltpetre 
(Chili), salt, lime, cement; VI., cotton, wool, flax, hemp, silk, cordage, rags; 
VII., guano, gum elastic, gutta-percha, resin, pearl ash, pitch, potash, soda, 
stearine candles, tar, wax; VIII., cotton yarn, plain piece-goods, printed 
cotton piece-goods, cotton stockings and socks, sewing thread, common glass 
bottles, linen yarn, plain linen, sail-cloth, woollen and worsted yarn, woollen 
cloth, flannels, worsteds, carpets. 

in. 

PRICES IX FEA.XCK. 
TABLE K. 

PRICES COMPILED BY K. H. I. PALGRAVE. 

In the Third Report of the Royal Commission on the Depression of 
Trade and Industry, Appendix, pp. 354-381, Mr. R. H. Inglis Palgrave 
has collected, from information given him by M. Leon Say and M. 
de Foville, and from the figures of the Commission Permanente des 
Valeurs de Douane, two tables of French prices for the period from 



Year. 



Table 28. 



Table 28 
reduced to 
scale of 100. 



Table 29. 



Table 29 
reduced to 
scale of 100. 
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1866 
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1877 
1878 
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1880 
1881 
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2.207 
2,126 
2.087 
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2,137 
2.l;88 
2.434 
2.423 
2,223 
2.243 
2,196 
2,241 
• .050 
1 .808 
1,941 
1,880 
1,845 
1,807 
1 ,679 
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97 

95 
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97 
104 
111 
110 
101 
102 
100 
102 
89 
86 
88 
85 
84 
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76 



2.35.1 
2,530 

2,144 
2,110 

2,045 
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97 
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2,000 


91 


2,250 
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2,310 
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2,300 


105 


2,125 


97 


2,085 


95 


'2,090 


95 


2,107 


96 


2,010 


91 


1,915 


87 


1,937 


88 


1,900 


86 


1,855 
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1865 to 1884 for twenty-two articles. The index number of twenty- 
two hundred (or one hundred) is taken to represent the average prices 
of the years 1865-69. The articles chosen and the method of com- 
puting the index numbers in Table 28 are as nearly as possible like 
those of the Economist. Table 29, however, introduces a method of 
ascertaining the relative importance of articles by finding the value 
of the actual imports into France of each commodity, as compared 
with the total value of the imports of all the twenty-two articles ; e.g., 
in 1871, the importance of wheat was expressed by 330, and of butter 
by 6, out of the total 2200 ; but, in 1877, wheat was expressed by 166, 
and butter, 11. The final results of both methods are here given in 
parallel columns. In Table 28, the articles are : coffee, sugar, wheat, 
beef, butter, rice, tobacco, oil-seed, olive oil, tallow, raw silk, silk 
stuffs, gloves, raw cotton, raw wool, woollens, hides, coal, iron ore, 
copper ore, lead ore, and zinc. 



IV. 

TEICES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

TABLE L. 

PRICES COMPILED BY H. C. BURCHARD. 

Mr. H. C. Burchard, in his report as Director of the Mint for 
1881, gave the results of calculations of average prices in New York 
for the fifty-six years from 1825 to 1880. The figures are printed in 
the Report on the Finances, 1881, pp. 312-321. They are continued 
for the year 1881 in the Report on the Finances, 1882, pp. 252-254 ; 
for the year 1882 in ibid., 1883, pp. 316-318; and for the years 1883 
and 1884 in the Report of the Director of the Mint on the Production 
of the Precious Metals, 1884, pp. 499, 500. Mr. Burchard's first table, 
for the years 1825-80, is reprinted without change in the Quarterly 
Reports of the Bureau of Statistics, 1883-84, No. 3, pp. 328-387, and is 
again reprinted, still without change, in the Quarterly Reports, etc., 
1885-86, No. 3, pp. 556-565. Mr. Burchard wrote in 1881 : " The 
prices quoted were obtained for the years 1825 to 1874, inclusive, 
from the tables of their average prices in New York, found in the 
Finance Reports of 1863, 1873, and 1874. [See Finance Report, 1863, 
pp. 284-361 ; ibid., 1873, pp. 502-541 ; ibid., 1874, pp. 557-561.] For 
the succeeding six years, they were compiled in this office from the 
published semi- weekly quotations in the New York Shipping and 
Commercial List, from which paper, it is understood, the quotations 
were taken in compiling the tables found in the Finance Reports." 



